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        Sutton Conservation Commission





                   Meeting Minutes

April 14, 2010 @ 6:30 p.m.

Present: Betsy Forsham: Chair, Leslie Ward, Jean LaChance, Don Davis, Leon Malan, Gerry Putnam and Garrett Evans. (Walter Baker and Rachel Ruppel were absent.)

6:30 p.m. Chair Betsy Forsham opened the meeting.

Both scheduled appointment,s with Chief Korbet and Brian Hotz, were canceled as they  were unable to attend.

Previous Minutes:

A Motion was made by Jean to accept the minutes of March 4, 2010 as written. It was seconded by Leslie and unanimously approved.

Financial Reports:

Betsy reported the Town account balance, as of the end of March, was $2,802.29 which is 94.67% of the budget. There were expenditures for a workshop reimbursement and secretarial services.

As of the end of March, the Conservation Fund Account total was $129,663.37 with $118,940.92 in the Conservation Fund and $10,722.45 in the KHR Fund.

Correspondence:

· Betsy reported the ads for the posting of Class VI roads came out twice in the InterTown Record.

· Betsy read the letter of resignation from Tim Davis, dated March 17th   , in which he said he had accepted a job with NRCS in Pennsylvania and will be moving. It was noted by all that both he and Lorraine will be missed. A card was passed around to send to him.
· An email was received from the Troop 69 Boy Scouts asking to do trail work on the Kearsarge Valley Trail. They were referred to the SRK Greenway as this is within their jurisdiction. Betsy asked if the Troop would be interested in helping with some of the trail work projects the SCC does work on and they answered positively. She passed this information on to Don to add to the volunteer list.

· Merrimack County Conservation District sponsored workshop regarding NRCS easement programs.

Review of Wetlands Applications and Permits:

The McElroy property, T/L #2-184,484, Camp Kemah Rd. The Shoreline Application was approved but the Dredge and Fill Application seems to have been changed to a major and is still in the process of being reviewed.

Review of Intents to Cut and Logging Issues:

· Cindy Roche, Route 114, T/L # 9-870,266. The logger is Charles Rose. It involves 11 acres.
· Mary D. Hibbard, North Road, T/L # 3-470,314. The logger is Nick Brunet. 50 of 263 acres. 

Old Business:

The Meadow View Common Land walk is to be rescheduled towards the end of April, probably Saturday,  the 24th. Betsy will email the members with confirmation of the date and time.
Betsy gave an update on the Bower Project. The Board discussed the draft conservation easement she received from Brian Hotz, which she had mailed to everyone. Several comments were made and will be passed along to Brian.  The project should be finalized by this coming Fall.

New Business:

Don noted the Town Wetland sign on Route 114 had fallen down he will work with Wally to get it back up.

There was discussion regarding hosting another community education night and integrating Dan Sundquist’s maps and the Delphi process into a program on conservation easements. Leslie will talk to Dan and Betsy will contact Debbie Stanley and Brian Hotz.

Betsy reported on the ASLPT Conservation Commission Chair’s round table discussion she attended March 25th pertaining to the issue of SB 381, and specifically, in regards to towns authorizing money to be given to qualified land trusts. There was discussion. It was agreed this is an issue that should be addressed for next year’s town meeting. The Board agreed it was important to be proactive with this issue in how it is presented. Betsy noted that most of the surrounding towns have already passed warrants related to this subject at their town meetings. The Board will revisit this issue again in October.
Other:

Don reported on the need for an easement around the well at the Town Highway Garage site that encroaches on the abutting property, owned by Bob Pugliese. Pugliese agreed to sign off with the request that a  vegetative sound barrier be erected between the properties. There was discussion regarding ideas for the sound barrier. Don will pass on the information discussed to Wally. 
Betsy will send a letter to the Board of Selectmen requesting Garrett move into the vacancy of the regular member position that was held by Tim Davis, who recently resigned. There will be a need to fill the remaining alternate vacancy and Betsy asked members to consider possible prospects. The Selectmen approved Leslie, Gerry and Rachel for the new terms.
Charlie Forsberg appeared at the meeting and spoke to the Board on behalf of the Sutton Ridge Runners snowmobile club. He passed out a summary report of the 2009 trail work they had done on the KHR. He also handed Betsy a memorandum regarding unauthorized vehicular use on the thrown up extension of Harvey Road where it joins Hominy Pot Road. Betsy said this is a matter for the Board of Selectmen and/ ro Muster Field Farm and that she will pass it along.
There was discussion regarding the legality of one town discontinuing one end of a road when the other end is in a different town and has not been discontinued by that second town. It was not clear whether  there is an RSA that addresses this issue. Betsy will check into this with a call to the Local Government Center and/ or Town Counsel.
Betsy will call DRA to get information regarding the issue raised at Town Meeting this year as to whether it is legal to appropriate and expend from a Capital Reserve Fund in the same year.

Betsy reported on the Greenway’s March 28th annual meeting speaker, Christine Schadler, a wild canid ecologist. She gave a very interesting and engaging talk on coyotes and wolves. It was suggested she might be a good person to have at one of our future community education programs.
A Motion was made by Jean to appoint Betsy as the Chair of the Board for the new year. Seconded by Gerry. It was approved.

 As the Chair will be out of town, the Board agreed to change the next meeting date from May 12th to May 20th, which is a Thursday.

SCC Properties & S-R-K Greenway Reports:

There will be an ASLPT walk at Maple Leaf Natural Area on Saturday May 1st from 9-11 a.m. Betsy encouraged members to attend.
Betsy mentioned that on March 6th she, Tim, Garrett and Tara parked their cars on Hominy Pot Road and walked down Felch Road and along some of the Class VI portion beyond the Kennedy’s. It was reported as a beautiful old road with a sugar house on the Maple Leaf Natural Area lot. They returned to their cars via the “road” on the Maple Leaf lot over the Kings Hill Road. The Board felt that the boundary line between the SCC’s lot and the adjacent one should be clarified. Don indicated he would like to reroute the Felch Trail over parts of Felch Road and the Maple Leaf lot.
There is one more Wells lot to monitor. Betsy and Garrett will try to do it by this Fall.

Don discussed upcoming trail work needs. He will need to scout around the KHR to see what is needed there. The Lefferts/ Enroth Trail needs to be flagged. Don and Betsy will do this. Don and Garrett will take a look at the Crowell property to view the proposed bridge location and details needed.

A sign is needed for the Maple Leaf Natural Area. Leslie will ask Dan Sundquist if he is interested in making one.
It was noted Garrett has the paint for the gates to the KHR.

9:15 p.m. A Motion was made by Gerry to adjourn the meeting. It was seconded by Leslie and unanimously approved.

Respectfully Submitted,      Jennifer Swett    Secretary
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