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  Sutton Conservation Commission

Meeting Minutes

       July 14, 2010 @ 7:00 p.m.

Present: Betsy Forsham: Chair, Walter Baker, Don Davis, Garrett Evans, Jean LaChance, Rachel Ruppel and Leslie Ward. ( Leon Malan and Gerry Putnam were absent.)

7:20 p.m. Chair Betsy Forsham opened the meeting, after waiting for late members.  She volunteered to take the minutes due to the absence of the secretary.  Rachel was appointed to sit  for Gerry.

Previous Minutes:

A Motion was made by Garrett to accept the minutes of June 9, 2010 as written. It was seconded by Don and unanimously approved.

Financial Reports:

Betsy reported the Town account balance, as of the end of June, was $2,085.21 which is 70.45% of the budget. As of the end of June, the Conservation Fund Account total was $129,744.20 with $119,015.07 in the Conservation Fund and $10,729.13 in the KHR Fund.  She reported that more LUCT money should be coming along.

Correspondence:

Copy of Cease & Desist Order letter from the Board of Selectmen, dated 6/25/10, to owner of T/L# 4-212,391, Meetinghouse Hill Rd., for various violations, both Town and possibly State.

Betsy reported that on 6/22 she mailed Brian Hotz the Bower Purchase and Sales Agreement which she and the Selectmen signed on 6/21.  

Miscellaneous

Review of Wetlands Applications and Permits:

Received a copy of the DES approval, with conditions, of the Paul Wetlands Restoration Plan, dated 7/1/10,  T/L # 08-097,387, Keyser St..  One of the conditions requires Mr. Paul to get a letter from the abutter ( the Town) asking for written permission to “enter and restore...their property”which had been inadvertently ditched.  Betsy composed a letter granting permission, which she read to the Board.  A MOTION was made, seconded and approved to send the letter to Mr. Paul, with copies to the Selectmen and Mr. Howard, agent for Mr. Paul.

Shoreland Permit Application received for J. Davis, T/L #1-582,112, Morse Loop and Warner River, for expansion of an existing building, etc..  We also received a  notice of receipt of same from DES, dated 6//18/10, File # 2010-01568.

Received notice of DES approval, File #2010-00288, dated 7/9/10, for the M. & R. McElroy replacement boathouse on Blaisdell Lake, T/L # 2-194,484, with conditions.  It still needs approval from the Governor and Executive Council.

Received copy of Wetlands Bureau Complaint, dated 7/12/10, File # 2010-01799, to L. White, T/L #4-212,391, Meetinghouse Hill Road ,for possible wetlands violations.

Review of Intents to Cut and Logging Issues:

Complete Forestry Notification, dated 6/24/10, File # 2010-01566, was received for the Lord cut, Tax Map # 02-190,373 & #02-238,254, on Bum Carter Road.

R. Kisler, T/L # 1-574,395, Birch Hill Road.  1 of 7 acres will be cut by Tim Pelletier, logger.

Old Business:

Final plans for the 7/21 Community Education Program were discussed.  Leslie agreed to be the greeter and have a sign-up sheet and Jean reviewed refreshments.  Betsy will email Dan and Debbie Stanley about prep time and their needs.  The ads have come out in both the InterTown Record and the Kearsarge Shopper, and invitations have been sent.

Betsy gave a Bower project update, noting that she received an email from Brian Hotz on 7/9 in which he said that the Purchase and Sales Agreement had been signed by all concerned and the conservation easement fully negotiated.  He has hired Evans Land Consultants to do the survey and hopes that it and the title report would be completed in September.

SCC Properties & S-R-K Greenway Reports:

Betsy noted that the Enroth Gift parking area has been mowed. 

The group discussed and agreed to ask Jerry Gagnon to mow the Sundell Natural Area in August,as he has done in the past.  Betsy will warn him about the Japanese Knotweed.  Leslie announced her intention to wage an eradication campaign; Betsy will send her some information, as she has been attacking her own patch of the invasive.

It was noted that only Don and one other person attended the KHR trail work day on June 19th. He will try to get together with Art Robbins to work on some of the downed trees which are blocking the trails.  He said he would also like to do some ditch work on the Hominy Pot Trail near its intersection with the Lyon Brook Trail.  Garrett agreed to ask Chipper Rowe if he would be interested in doing the work.  Don will also contact Gerry about access to the mower.  Lastly, he showed the group the new blazes and aluminum nails which were purchased. 

Betsy noted that Peter Stanley informed her of his intention to mow at the KHR (North side) the end of July or early August, while it is still dry. This is the area which should have been done last year but could not be, due to the wetness of the season.

The group discussed the proposed driveway for the Maple Leaf Natural Area.  Betsy and Don agreed to work on it.  A driveway permit will be necessary, and it will need a culvert.  It was suggested that the road agent might help with this.  Garrett will also ask Chipper Rowe about his interest in this project.

Betsy noted that the Russell Pond field was hayed, somewhere around 6/21.  No one on the commission was informed, which should have been the case.  Betsy will contact the Wheelers/St.Cyrs and request that they do so in the future.

8:45 p.m. A Motion was made by Jean to adjourn the meeting. It was seconded by Leslie and unanimously approved.

Respectfully submitted,    

Betsy Forsham, Acting Secretary
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