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  Meeting Minutes

      
      August 11, 2010 @ 7:00 p.m.

Present: Betsy Forsham: Chair, Walter Baker, Don Davis, Garrett Evans, Leon Malan, Rachel Ruppel and Leslie Ward. (Jean LaChance and Gerry Putnam were absent) Also present was potential new alternate member, Ron Murray.

7:05 p.m. Chair Betsy Forsham opened the meeting, She volunteered to take the minutes due to the absence of the secretary who is on vacation.  Rachel was appointed to sit for Jean and Leon for Gerry.

Brian Hotz of the Forest Society was present to discuss two items:
1)Kearsarge Gore Farm/Bower project -Everything is going according to schedule, with surveyors at work in the field and the title work in progress.  Brian hopes to close by early October.

2)Brian discussed a new project, the possible acquisition of the nearly 1,000 acre Lewin Forest tract, 850+- acres of which is located in Sutton.  This property is adjacent to state owned lands on Mt. Kearsarge and Black Mountain, with frontage on Mastin Road and a small frontage on North Road.  The asking price is $950,000, $600,000 of which has already been dedicated to the project from various sources. The remainder will be raised through grants, fund raising, etc.  The Forest Society would own the property as one of its multi-use reservations with an eye to possibly turning it over to the State in the future. While Brian has received verbal agreement from the owner, a signed purchase and sales agreement (P & S) is still in the works.  He hopes to have it in hand by week’s end.  He asked the Sutton Conservation Commission (SCC) if they would have an interest in the project and if so, if monetary assistance would be possible.  Members briefly discussed the fact that the property meets all our criteria and embodies most of the high conservation values that we adopted as part of our conservation plan.  A MOTION was made by Rachel, seconded by Leslie, that the SCC support this project.  The motion passed unanimously.  After further discussion about the  particulars of the project and funding options, a MOTION was made by Garrett, seconded by Don, to reserve $50,000 from the Conservation Fund for this project, with the option of coming back at a later date to increase the amount, if needed, and provided the funds are available. The motion passed unanimously.  With a monetary investment in the property, the Town of Sutton would hold some sort of executory/backup interest in it. Brian thanked the commission for its support.  He will get back to us, once the signed P & S is in hand.

Previous Minutes:

A Motion was made by Garrett and seconded by Rachel to accept the minutes of July 14, 2010 as written. It was seconded and unanimously approved.

Financial Reports:

Betsy reported the Town account balance, as of the end of July, was $1,893.14 which is 63.96% of the budget. Expenditures were made for the secretary’s salary and expenses related to the ads and mailings for our July program. As of the end of July, the Conservation Fund Account total was $133,172.33 with $122.440.93 in the Conservation Fund and $10,731.40 in the KHR Fund.  She reported that $3,400 in LUCT money had been received and deposited.

Correspondence:

-Miscellaneous

Review of Wetlands Applications and Permits:

Copy of R. Boucier (Blaisdell Lake Dock Owners’ Association.), Wetland’s File # 2010-01235,  “Request for More Information” from DES Wetlands Bureau, dated 7/28/10.  A copy of the response from Mr. Boucier to the DES request was found in the SCC mailbox this evening, but was not reviewed, due to time constraints.  

Review of Intents to Cut and Logging Issues:

H. D. Hurd, T/L #6-440,249, Chalk Pond Road. Warren Wesoja, logger.  50 of 68 acres (continuation of 2009/10 cut). 

K. and D. Brown, Nelson Hill Rd. and Brown Rd., T/L # 4/683,345. The logger is Barry Wheeler, 100 of 166 acres.  This lot abuts the Newbury Reservoir.

Old Business:

The 7/21 Community Education Program was briefly discussed.  20 folks were in attendance and all felt it to be a worthwhile and informative program.  Thanks to Jean for her delicious refreshments!

New Business:
Regarding the  bench on Keyser St./Kezar Lake (Leffert’s property), an offer was made by Doug Sweet to address the area in front, raising the ground so that peoples’ feet don’t have to dangle.  Concern was voiced that disturbing the area and placing stones down might necessitate a Shoreland Permit from DES.  Wally volunteered to look at the bench, with an eye to just lowering it.

As the owner representative of a lot (now know as Maple Leaf Natural Area, Lot 10a), Betsy noted that she received an email invitation from the Meadow View Farms of Sutton Lot Owners Association regarding a special meeting to be held on Aug. 26th.  As she will be out of town, she asked for volunteers to represent Sutton. Leslie and Don agreed to attend, as the owners will be voting on revised Covenants and Association by-laws.

Some discussion took place regarding a proposed 145 ft. cell tower off Shadow Hill Road, abutting conservation land owned by Tim and Lorraine Davis, which is coming before the ZBA on Wed., Aug. 18th at 7:30 pm.  Garrett reviewed the plans with every one and noted some  deficiencies.  Don gave background as to how the Town’s cell tower ordinance (#O) came about.  While cell towers are not the purview of the Conservation Commission,  interested individuals were  encouraged to attend the hearing and voice any concerns. 

Rachel noted that Moose Plate Conservation Grant applications are now being accepted by the State, until Oct. 1. The State has $200,000 to dole out, in varying amounts.  Monies can be used to repair eroded trails, enhance wildlife habitat, etc.  Rachel volunteered to write the grant, and Don agreed to facilitate the project by supplying the specifics.  

Betsy said she will write a letter to the Select Board, requesting they appoint Ron Murray to the vacant alternate position on the SCC.

SCC Properties & S-R-K Greenway Reports:

Betsy said that she asked the Gagnons to mow the Sundell lot later this month.  She noted with dismay that the town has already mowed those parts of the lot along Keyser St. and Park Ave.  Unfortunately, they mowed down some of the Japanese Knotweed on the lot, which is now illegal to do in this state.  She placed a call to the highway dept. asking that they not cut any more with the mower, but rather do so by hand so as not to spread the invasive plant.  Don said he thought 

New London was trying salt of some kind on the plants to try and eradicate them.  Betsy will call the road agent there for more details.

Betsy noted that maps were needed at the entrances to the KHR.  Leslie agreed to supply them.

9:30 p.m. A Motion was made by Garrett to adjourn the meeting. It was seconded by Don and unanimously approved.  Rachel was thanked for supplying the delicious dessert!

Respectfully submitted,    

Betsy Forsham   

Acting Secretary

Sutton Conservation Commission
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