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    Sutton Conservation Commission





                   Meeting Minutes

      November 10, 2010 @ 6:30 p.m.

Present: Betsy Forsham: Chair, Jean LaChance, Don Davis, Rachel Ruppel, Garrett Evans, Leon Malan, Gerry Putnam, Leslie Ward and Walter Baker.

6:35 p.m. Chair Betsy Forsham opened the meeting.  As the secretary is ill, she agreed to take the  minutes.

Previous Minutes:

A Motion was made by Garrett and seconded by Don to accept the minutes of October 13, 2010 as written. Unanimously approved.

Financial Reports:

Betsy reported the Town account balance, as of the end of October, was $1,493.05 which is 50.44% of the budget. The Conservation Fund Account total was $131,979.56 with $122,502.94 in the Conservation Fund and $9,476.62 in the KHR Fund. This reflected the KHR  mowing bill of $1,260.  Betsy noted that the $900 grant money from Fish and Game has been received and deposited in the KHR account, which will be reflected on next month’s statement.

Correspondence:

-Thank yous for membership renewals from ASLPT & SPNHF

-Flyer for the ASLPT Farm/Ag. Commission program on 11/18 from 6:00 - 8:30pm 

-Miscellaneous

Review of Wetlands Applications and Permits:

Discussed Permit by Notification(PBN) for Technologies, Inc., T/L #8-232,387, Penacook Road, for maintenance of non-docking structures, dated 10/21/ and the ensuing Notice of Incomplete PBN form, dated 10/29/10.  Betsy noted that the applicant was using the form suggested to him by an “ inspector of the day” at DES.  She said that both she and the town administrator had called, gotten different inspectors and received different opinions as to the appropriate form to use.  It is confusing!

Discussed Notice of Findings, dated 10/22/10, File # 2010-02463, H. Wells, T/L # 8-152,391, Kezar Lake.  The notice stated, in essence, that the presence of a  “swim float” is not in violation of wetlands rules, but if it becomes a dock, it will need a permit.

The Board reviewed a draft form letter which Betsy had prepared to send to folks who may be in violation of wetlands rules.  Rachel made a few minor changes as well as providing sample brochures from other towns to accompany the letter, which review erosion control techniques and other general information.  She agreed to reformat the brochure to fit Sutton’s needs. The Board approved the use of the letter.  

Review of Intents to Cut and Logging Issues:
Reviewed a Complete Forestry Notification form, file #2010-03020, for a timber harvest for Robert Nelson, T/L # 7-908,516, Newbury Road.  We haven’t yet received a copy of the intent to cut.

Old Business:
No update on the Bower project.  Betsy noted we should be closing sometime this month.

Betsy noted that the Black Mountain Forest update will be included in the public hearing.

New Business:

Betsy reported on the NHACC workshops she attend on Sat., 11/6, which she found worthwhile.

Betsy reviewed the background for an inquiry from ASLPT regarding parking issues at the Johnson Trails trailhead on  Corporation Hill Rd..  The ASLPT has changed its website to reflect that parking for the trails should only be on Village Rd., across from the Highway garage.  It was agreed that if this doesn’t work , the SCC would erect a “no parking” sign at the Corp. Hill Rd. entrance next spring, as there is no appropriate place to park on that narrow road. 

Public Hearing, 7:30 p.m. - As per RSA 36:36-A:5 and RSA 675:7, a Motion was made by Garrett and seconded by Don to open the public hearing concerning expenditure from the Conservation Fund of no more than $50,000 for the Black Mountain Forest project, spearheaded by the SPNHF.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Members of the public in attendance were Dan Sundquist, Bob Preston, Bob DeFelice, Cathy Baker and Jonathan Ohler.  Betsy read the notice, reviewed the project, discussed the SCC’s criteria for land protection and the reasons why the SCC supported this project based on those criteria, etc. Several questions from those in attendance included parking, access from Mastin and North roads, funding, aquifer protection, trail condition liability, etc..  All in attendance seemed to be supportive of the project.  A Motion to close the public hearing at 7:50 p.m. was made by Jean and seconded by Leslie.  Unanimously approved. All in attendance were thanked for coming.

After a brief discussion and hearing no objections at the public hearing, a Motion was made by Jean and seconded by Don to expend up to $50,000 from the SCC’s  Conservation Fund for the Black Mountain project.  The motion was unanimously approved.

Review of SCC Properties and S-R-K Greenway Reports
Betsy, Ron and Garrett visited the Webb/Crowell site on 10/16 and measured for the proposed bridge.  It seemed  the bridge will need to be 36' +-. The water was high, so it was difficult to get exact measurements.  We will review this again at a future meeting. It was noted that there were signs that someone had bagged a moose on the property that day!

Betsy asked about the “Foot Traffic Only” signs for the Russell Pond field she found in the SCC mail box.  No one know who made them, but thanks to whoever did!  As winter is nearly upon us, they will be erected in the spring.

The parking area on the Maple Leaf Natural Area lot was discussed, and Wally asked for the specifics. Betsy will get him the what information she has. Wally, Don & Garrett will take a look at it and try to map it out on the ground.

Other:
Bob DeFelice gave an update on his beaver devices on Beaver Pond Rd. He also said that he and Leslie spent several hours looking at the beaver situation on the Lane River.

Betsy asked members to be thinking about what they’d like to see in the Town Report and if someone else would like to write the SCC submission  this year.

Those in attendance agreed that a 6:30 p.m. start time during the winter months made sense, so we will do so beginning with the December meeting.

8:30 p.m. A motion was made by Leslie to adjourn the meeting. It was seconded by Leon and unanimously approved.
Respectfully submitted,    

Betsy Forsham   

Acting Secretary

Sutton Conservation Commission
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