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                   Meeting Minutes

      December 8, 2010 @ 6:30 p.m.

Present: Betsy Forsham: Chair, Jean LaChance, Don Davis, Rachel Ruppel, Ron Murray, Garrett Evans, Leon Malan, and Leslie Ward. Walter Baker arrived late. (Gerry Putnam was absent.)
6:30 p.m. Chair Betsy Forsham opened the meeting. She appointed Rachel to sit for Gerry. 
Previous Minutes:

A Motion was made by Jean and seconded by Garrett to accept the minutes of November 10, 2010 as written. Unanimously approved.

Financial Reports:

Betsy reported the Town account balance, as of the end of November, was $1,380.57 which is 46.64% of the budget. There were expenditures for advertising for Black Mountain, mowing and supplies. Betsy reminded the Board that if they had any outstanding bills they need to get them in soon for the end of the year. The Conservation Fund Account total was $132,901.37with $122,523.05in the Conservation Fund and $10,378.32 in the KHR Fund. Betsy noted that the $900 grant money from Fish and Game has been received. 
The Budget meeting for the SCC will be December 13, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. The Public Budget Hearing will be February 3, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.

Correspondence:

-An Abutter Notice for the Kezar Conservation Group Planning Board Hearing for Changes to the Road and a Lot-line Adjustment on December 14, 2010. It was noted the covenant changes will be at a later date.
-Miscellaneous

Review of Wetlands Applications and Permits:

A Notification of Routine Roadway Maintenance Activities-DOT, Route 114 near the Bradford town line for culvert replacement, rebuilding headers and cleaning ditches.

The Permit by Notification (PBN) for Innex Technologies, Inc., T/L #8-232,387, Penacook Road, for maintenance of non-docking structures was approved. 
Review of Intents to Cut and Logging Issues:
There were none.
Old Business:
Betsy gave an update on the Bower project. The Capital Reserve funds totaling $28,500 have been requested. Town attorney is reviewing the easement deed. Brian Hotz and Betsy go before the Selectmen on December 20th to have them sign. The closing should be within the next two weeks.
Betsy gave an update on the Black Mountain Forest project. The LCHIP was awarded (as well as for the Battles Farm in Bradford).The fundraising is going well but still not at the needed level. The closing will be on or around December 15th.

Rachel will work on a brochure regarding the Wetlands informational letter.

The Ausbon Sargent program “How to Make Your Town More Friendly” went well although the turnout from Sutton was small.
7:00 Ed Canane-Grazing Animals on Town Owned Land:

Canane gave a brief overview of his farming operation and then there was a lively and long discussion period with the Board. Canane's long term goal is to provide food for the community. He sees the opportunity to utilize and improve the landscape, to make it more of a working landscape, as in Vermont. His proposal is to utilize present fields or to change land that is now forested. He works everything to NRCS standards. He is looking to use the management intensive grazing method. Leon asked about why one individual should be allowed access to public land and Canane answered it could be put out to bid. Don mentioned the need to show liability coverage. Leon stated there would be an added value as it would reduce mowing costs, especially if utilized on the KHR. Canane invited the Board to his Farm to see the operation. The Board agreed on Sunday December 12th at 11 a.m. Mr. Canane was thanked for making his presentation. It was agreed that this is an interesting subject and one which will require further thought, discussion and public input.
New Business:

Betsy and Don will work on the 2010 Town Report.
There was discussion regarding SB381 and RSA 36-A:4-a Optional Powers. This would authorize the SCC to a) expend funds for the purchase of interests in land outside the boundaries of the municipality and b) expend funds for contributions to “qualified organizations”, as defined in section 170(h)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, for the purchase of property interests or facilitating transactions relative thereto. The members agreed that the Board should just place part “b” in the warrant. Mark Loehr has agreed to speak on the topic at Town Meeting.
A motion was made by Garrett and seconded by Jean to place SB381 and RSA 36-A:4-a-I(b) &II(b) on the warrant. Unanimously approved.
Review of SCC Properties and S-R-K Greenway Reports
Betsy passed out suggested wording for covenant #30 of the Meadow View Land Owner’s Association. She stated covenants 21-30 will need to go before the planning Board for any changes. It was agreed the SCC should retain the right to inspect and prosecute infractions.  The issue was discussed at the last LOA meeting, but was not recorded in any documentation.
A motion was made by Garrett and seconded by Don to submit Betsy’s proposed revision to Article 30 to the Meadow View Land Owner’s  Association. Unanimous.
Other:
Betsy reported she went on a KHR access walk on November 23rd that included Tom Hildreth, the lawyer for the cell tower; Jon Stewart, the president of the King Ridge Homeowner’s Association; two engineers with Verizon and Mr. Brazier, a land owner. The purpose was to review the access to the cell towers on top of KHR. Betsy said the road looked to be in pretty good condition. The warming hut appeared to have had a fire built on the deck. Betsy thought someone should talk to the snowmobile club. Don said he already had and that they had expressed some interest in the hut as well as the one at the bottom of the hill. Don will talk again to Bob Preston, the trail master of the snowmobile club, and Bob DeFelice.

Betsy announced the Hominy Pot gate has slid down the pole. Garrett will look into it as well as check to see if there is enough chain to lock the gate open with.

Betsy asked if Wally, Garrett and/or Don had reviewed the proposed parking area off King Hill Road on the Maple Leaf Natural Area, noting that she had provided a sketch, copy of the conservation easement deed and other pertinent information for them several weeks ago. Wally indicated he had spoken with Paul Parker regarding a culvert. Paul suggested a 40 footer, 15” diameter, set back a little from the roadway.  Wally will look at the site with Kevin Rowe to get a price for the work.
Regarding the Webb/ Crowell property, Leslie will check to see if Dan has a design for a bridge.

9:20 p.m. A motion was made by Leslie to adjourn the meeting. It was seconded by Garrett and unanimously approved.
Respectfully submitted,    

Jennifer Swett   

Secretary

AND SANTA CAME TO VISIT!!!
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