
APPROVED 10/12/2010			 TOWN OF SUTTON
       Planning Board
      Meeting Minutes
    September 28, 2010


Present: Dan Sundquist, Bob DeFelice, David Burnham, Bob Wright, Pete Blakeman Roger Wells and Carrie Thomas. (Julie McCarthy, Joe Burns and Paul Raynor were absent.) 

7:00 p.m. The Chair opened the meeting and appointed Roger to sit for Joe.

Re-Opening of a Public Hearing: John Michael Rogers:
Attorney Laura Spector was present for the Board. 

Dan recapped the process so far on the current application and stated the public hearing was for the purpose of discussion of the exaction, noted as follows:

You are hereby notified of a Re-Opening of a Public Hearing to be held on September 28, 2010 at or around 7:00 p.m. at the Pillsbury Memorial Town Hall, 93 Main Street, Sutton Mills, NH, concerning a Minor Subdivision Application by John Michael Rogers, Birch Hill Road, Tax Map # 01-576,410; the sole purpose of the Hearing to be for the limited discussion of an exaction amount.

A motion was made by Wright and seconded by Wells to re-open the Rogers Public Hearing. Unanimously approved.

Chair Dan Sundquist reported two of the engineers returned information for the RFP’s, Stevens Engineering for a figure of $9,700 and Provan & Lorber for $11,490. Caron Engineering did not respond. The Chair asked the applicant, Mr. Rogers, if he was willing to put this amount of money in escrow. Rogers asked what he was paying for. Dan replied it was to cover the study required by the Board in order to move ahead with the exaction process. Dan added it was typical with subdivisions when the Board requires additional studies that the cost is borne by the applicant. Rogers asked why he couldn’t pick the engineer and Dan responded the Board would take his recommendation into consideration. Rogers inquired why he needed to pay the full amount and Dan answered it was part of the subdivision regulations and the Board can require it. Jeff Evans stated the cost for minimum standards is subjective. He added he heard Bernie Waugh Speak at the New London Land Surveyor’s Association and Bernie had stated the following: the width of the right-of way was sufficient at 49 and ½ feet, that the Town does not need permission to take down trees and that there is no standard for Class V roads. Evans also stated if the Town is requesting the road be brought up to standards then the Town needs to have Town standards. Dan replied standards were submitted for the engineers.
Evans recapped some of the main points from the applicant’s previous subdivision request, a major subdivision in 2008. Evans stated he thought the people as well as the planning Board were unhappy with growth.

Questions from the Public:
Derleth asked for clarification in the figures for vehicular trips per day as stated at the August 24, 2010 meeting. It was explained that there was already one house existing.
Phillip Murphy asked if when the money is put aside in the escrow account if the applicant may then get approval, or if the approval was conditional. Wright explained the Board can’t hold the applicant hostage and the applicant can’t hold the Town hostage, so no there is not a conditional approval.
There was some disagreement between the Board and the applicant regarding the kinds of costs. The Chair stated the applicant has the right of input of an engineer but the Board must be satisfied with the firm that is chosen.

Rogers asked why if there were no minimum standards for the Class V roads an engineer was even needed and asked if the Town could just use Paul Parker. Dan replied standards were available through the AASTHO Guidelines for Geometric Design of Very Low-Volume Local Roads,  a national guideline manual, and that the lowest standards were used. Evans stated the guidelines were for new construction not existing roads. There was disagreement on this issue.

The Chair asked Rogers what he would like to do regarding other engineers and reminded him a waiver of the 65 day time limit was needed. Rogers signed the waiver and said some names of engineers would be given to the Board. A copy of the RFP and the waiver will be sent to Evans. 

Wells stated for clarification the costs associated with this minor subdivision may exceed the $15,000 the applicant said no to in the previous 5-lot major subdivision. 

Rogers wanted to know why the Town wasn’t taking more responsibility for the upgrading of the road.
Evans said he would get the names of the engineers in within a few days.

A motion was made by Wells and seconded by Pete to continue the Public Hearing to October 13th at 7:00 p.m. Unanimously approved.

Laura Spector will come to the continuation.

Buker Revocation:
Dan reported there was notice given to all abutters with no response received.

A motion was made by Wright and seconded by Wells to finalize the Order of Revocation which revokes the Plan approved on June 28, 2005 by the Planning Board and which Plan is referenced as “Plan of Harold W. Buker III” and recorded as Plan # 17572 at the Merrimack County Registry of Deeds, and restores the premises to that lot configuration as shown on the Plan entitled “James E. and Laura E. Mcglossen” as recorded as Plan # 7359 in the Merrimack County Registry of Deeds, and to acknowledge that no request for a Public Hearing on this matter has been received, I move that the chairman be authorized to sign the Declaration of Revocation, to be recorded at the Merrimack County Registry of Deeds. Unanimously approved.

Town attorney Laura Spector will record the document. The bank will pay the recording fee.

Previous Minutes: 
A motion was made by Pete to accept the minutes of August 24, 2010 as written. It was seconded by Carrie and unanimously approved.

Correspondence:
None

Reports:
Wright deferred to Wally Baker as he has been away. Wally gave an update on the progress at the Town Highway Garage Building site.

Old Business:
· Workforce Housing:
Wells reported he received some projects with pictures from Ben Frost covering the Concord and Lebanon areas, that they covered a wide variety of options and that he will bring these to the next meeting.
· Subdivision Revisions:
Dan said he would make revisions to the HISS data after consulting with Peter Whitcomb and bring this in to the next meeting.

Other: 
Capital Improvement Plan: Dan stated it was time to do a new plan and that he would check with Elly for the department forms.
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Dan reported it was time to develop next year’s budget and that he would talk with Elly about increasing the amount designated for salaries as it has already run over the budget for this year. The Land Use Coordinator and the Board will discuss present duties and future projects to develop an accurate figure.  

There was discussion whether to invite Paul Parker to the next meeting and it was decided this was not necessary.

Pete recommended there be a basic reference to road standards in the subdivision regulations. He added it was not fair to the applicant to not have guidelines, especially in relation to subdivisions on dirt roads. The LUC will look into this.

It was noted the date given in the motion for the continuation of the Rogers public hearing was not a regular Planning Board meeting night. The applicant and all abutters as well as the public will be formally notified the meeting will be on October 12, not October 13, at 7:00 p.m.

8:00 p.m. A Motion was made by Wright to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Pete. Unanimously approved.

Respectfully Submitted

Jennifer Swett

Land Use Coordinator
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