APPROVED


Meeting Minutes

Special Planning Board Meeting

April 24, 2008

Meeting purpose:  To review road conditions on Birch Hill Road in light of comments and concerns raised in public hearing on the proposed Rogers subdivision.

Present: Dan Sundquist, Chair; Peter Blakeman, Paul Raynor, Dave Burnham; also Don Davis, Betsy Forsham and Wally Baker, Selectman; Jeff Evans was present to represent the application.  Paul Raynor was promoted to participate as a regular member.

1.
The meeting was opened by Sundquist at 5:30 p.m.

2.
Sundquist clarified the ground rules for the meeting:  no testimony or comments from public attending since this meeting is intended for reconnaissance by the board only, and would not operate as a public hearing.  The board may, however, seek clarifying information about the location of the subdivision and/or the traffic study from the applicant’s agent, or town employees attending.

3.
Evans offered two administrative items concerning the application:  The Sutton Fire Department would waive the need for a cistern if every house was built with fire suppression systems (sprinklers); the fire department has no position on the road since it is a class 5 road in the town.

4.
Board member walked from the intersection of Route 103 and Birch Hill Road approximately a mile to the site of the proposed subdivision, examining and documenting road conditions along the way.  Measurements were taken by Peter Blakeman at several locations, and photographs made.

5.
The meeting was joined at 5:40 p.m. by town road agent, Paul Parker and Bob Wright, Ex-officio member of the Planning Board.  Paul Parker explained that, in his view, Birch Hill Road is not significantly different than many other class 5 roads in town in terms of road conditions; he further stated that he did not see the maintenance and operation of Birch Hill Road would need to change materially with the addition of four new homes.

6.
Paul spoke about removal of several trees that crowd the travel way and make problems for snow removal during winter.  The same issue exists with a few utility poles which are set in the road shoulder.  In Paul’s view, tree removal and resetting poles would make the road more passable and thus safer.  He agreed to flag problem trees and power poles.

7.
The Board reviewed the intersection of Harwood Road and Birch Hill Road.  Clearly a problem exists with the steep grade on Harwood Road making winter weather stopping an issue, and no remedy is possible given the steep grade continuing uphill on Harwood Road.  Paul recommends two Yield signs be placed on Birch Hill Road to favor motorists on Harwood Road.

8.
The meeting adjourned at the site of the Rogers’ property at 6:10 p.m.
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